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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, August 24, 2015 at 5:30pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Doug 

Mercer, Mayor Pro tem; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard Brooks, Councilman; Larry Beeman, 

Councilman; Bobby Roberson, Interim City Manager; Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk and Franz 

Holscher, City Attorney.  

    

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilman Pitt delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved the minutes 

of August 10, 2015 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Add: New Business:  Request from Sound Rivers, Inc., to allow a beer garden at the Dragon 

Boat Race on October 17, 2015 

 Remove:  New Business Item B:  Approve purchase of excavator 

 Add:  Other Business from City Council:  Recognition of 8u and 10u Baseball  

 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer stated that Council shouldn’t be adding action items to the agenda. When 

action items are added after the agenda is prepared, it doesn’t give Council or staff appropriate time to 

review and research the request.  He would like for Council to adopt a policy that if the request for 

action is not turned in by the time the agenda is processed, then the item would need to wait until the 

next meeting.  Mayor Hodges suggested adding items on a case by case basis – Council can always add 

the item for discussion but not take a vote until the next meeting.   Mayor Hodges suggested adding the 

request from Sound Rivers and letting them make their presentation tonight, but delay voting on the 

request until the next meeting.  By consensus, Council was in agreement with the procedure presented 

by Mayor Hodges.   

 

 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 
  PRESENTATION: WASHINGTON 8 U SOFTBALL ALL-STARS AND  

 12 U SOFTBALL ALL- STARS 

 
  

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Mercer, Council approved the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  

 

Pictured with Mayor Hodges and E.J. Pastz 

are:  Jacqueline Gutierez,  Addison Miller, 

Isabella Boykin, Emma Orr, Mica Lilley, 

Rylei Smith Tenley Weathington, Charli 

Simons, Melanie Rutledge, Zariyah Gorham, 

Mckenzie Edwards Emaleigh Cherry, Peyton 

Youmans – Coaches: Monte Weathington, 

Shane Miller and Heather Gibbs 

 

Pictured with Mayor Hodges and E.J. Pastz are:  

Kipper Case, Savanna Craft, Hannah Daniel, Mary 

Emma Holscher, Cierra Linton, Jenna McHargue, 

Sydney O'neal, Grace Paszt, Cameron Rose, 

Emma Tucker – Coaches: Franz Holscher, Beau 

Daniel and DC Linton 

 

W a s h i n g t o n  1 2 u  A l l - S t a r s  
D i s t r i c t  R u n n e r - u p  

S t a t e  R u n n e r - u p  
W o r l d  S e r i e s  P a r t i c i p a n t  

 

W a s h i n g t o n  8 u  A l l - S t a r s  
T h i r d  P l a c e  B a b e  R u t h  W o r l d  S e r i e s  

T e a m  S p o r t s m a n s h i p  A w a r d  
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A. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicle through GovDeals  

The purpose of the Council Action is to declare surplus the following vehicle and authorize the sale of 

this vehicle through electronic auction using GovDeals. 

Vehicle #  Make/Model    Department   Serial Number        Odometer   

 132               Ford Crown Vic             Police   2FAHP71V28X145013   98,374 

141         Ford Crown Vic             Police   2FAFP71V98X134565          105,183       

148             Ford Crown Vic            Police  2FAHP71V88X145016         104,121 

8011       John Deere Ball        Recreation  TC1200A100410      1995 hours 

  Prep Machine 

8015       Grasshopper       Recreation  BW7013GR2017     1776 hours 

  Mower 

 

B. Authorize – Police and Fire Services to apply for a Walmart Grant  
*This grant will fund the Christmas "Shop with a Washington Public Safety Officer" program. This is 

another initiative of the Washington Police and Fire Services Department to foster better 

relationships with the community's youth. There is no local match. 

 

C. Approve – Vehicle Purchase Orders  
*Requisition #587, Sir Walter Chevrolet, $20,619 to replace vehicle #655 ~ budgeted. 

*Requisition #653, Capital Ford, $22,508 to replace vehicle #121 ~ budgeted. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   

 Gerald Seighman discussed the vacant City Council seat.  He noted the citizens of Washington 

deserve to know from each Council member as to why they have not filled the vacant seat.  He 

suggested going back to the Board of Elections and choosing the number six vote recipient and fill the 

seat with that person. 

     

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING: 6:00PM   NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  OTHER   NONE 

  

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

DISCUSSION – GRANT UPDATES 

 Mayor Hodges asked for an update on the pier.  John Rodman explained that the contractor is 

moving forward with the delivery of their equipment, noting their equipment (barge and excavator) has 

been moved from Cashie River (Bertie County) to McCotter’s Marina. 

 

 Mayor Hodges inquired about the timeframe of the project at Bonner & Water Street.  Allen 

Lewis noted that the project completion date is the end of November.  Mr. Lewis explained that if the 

deadline is not met there is a $1,000 per day penalty clause that will be implemented.  

  

 Councilman Beeman requested a brief update on the Keysville Road project.  Franz Holscher 

updated Council noting that we have currently paid the granting agency two $75,000 payments, plus the 

initial $25,000.  A lot was sold earlier in the year, but did not qualify for LMI status.    A release for lot 

#2 has been delivered but the lot has not yet been conveyed to the property owner.  A credit of $50,000 

is received from the granting agency for each lot sold.  If no lots are sold before July 2016, there is a 

$75,000 payment that has to be made to the granting agency.  The applicant has a contractual obligation 

to repay the City if the grant obligations have not been met. 

 

 Council requested that the City Manager contact Rev. David Moore and have him update 

Council on the status of the project at the January 2016 meeting. 
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DISCUSSION – PROJECT UPDATES 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer commended staff on the FY15/16 report.  He inquired about the 

Grimesland Road Feeder project, the document states the project will begin later in the calendar year, 

but we have not bid the project yet.  Keith Hardt explained that staff is currently working on 

specifications for material purchase and in his view this means “starting” on the project” . 
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MEMO – CAMPING PLATFORM  

 John Rodman explained that the City of Washington entered into a lease agreement with PTRF 

in March 2013 to construct a camping platform that is accessible by canoes and kayaks on the south 

side of the Tar River on the McMullen tract.  Camping platforms are usually 16’ x 32’ raised wooden 

platforms that provide space for overnight camping access to the Tar River.  PTRF’s ultimate goal is to 

provide a series of platforms along the Tar/Pamlico River.   

 

PTRF has the responsibility to: 

Construct the camping platform in a timely and unobtrusive manner at the specified location and leave 

the site clean and pristine following construction. 

 

Require all users of the camping platform to sign a liability waiver form to release PTRF and 

Washington from any liability associated with the use of the camping platform or Washington’s property 

upon which the camping platform is located. 

 

Handle all reservations and scheduling associated with the use of the camping platform and require 

each user to purchase a permit to use the camping platform.  Any revenue produced through or by the 

camping platform shall be utilized as more specifically provided for in the Recreational Lease entered 

into by the parties. 

 

Routinely inspect, maintain and clean the camping platform and the area immediately surrounding the 

camping platform to ensure maximum safety. 

 

Be committed to resolving any unexpected situation in a timely manner as to alleviate Washington’s 

concerns, as PTRF staff and/or volunteers are aware that special circumstances may arise where 

immediate attention or maintenance may be required at the camping platform. 

 

Utilize any and all revenues that are generated by the camping platform and retained by PTRF to 

support and fund the Tar River Camping Platform System. 

 

PTRF has completed the platform and was inspected and approved by the City of Washington 

Community and Cultural Services Department.  They are waiting approval from the Division of Coastal 

Management before opening the platform to the public. The completed project should make a great 

addition to the paddling community of Washington. 

 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES         AUGUST 24, 2015 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                  PAGE 

 

 

 

The camping platform rents for $20 per night.  Since the agreement was first entered into, PTRF has 

been renamed to Sound Rivers, Inc. 

 
  

MEMO – BUDGET TRANSFER – GENERAL FUND 

(approved as presented) 

 The Budget Officer transferred $3,500 of funds between the Planning and Code Enforcement - 

Inspections divisions of the General Fund appropriations budget for vehicle 121 being purchased for 

inspections.  This purchase is included in the PO’s for approval in the Council agenda. 

 

NCGS 159-15 states that this shall be reported to the Council at its next regular meeting and be entered 

in the minutes.  Transfer request is attached 

10-10-4910-0200 Salaries     $3,500 

10-10-4350-8600  Transfer – vehicle replacement fund  $3,500 

 

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:   NONE 

 

APPOINTMENTS:   NONE 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  

AUTHORIZE – RECREATION MANAGER TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS WITH MICHAEL 

WEEKS (LORETA’S FROZEN DESSERTS) AND MICHAEL SENN (SENN FARMS CATERING, 

INC.) FOR VENDING LOCATIONS ON STEWART PARKWAY 

RFP’s for vending on the Parkway were due August 3rd  to the Recreation Manager. During the 

August 10, 2015 Council meeting, Council adopted the Stewart Parkway Food and Beverage Vending 

Contract to allow cart vendors on Stewart Parkway (3 locations) and amended Section 22-5 of the City 

Code to allow peddling on the waterfront. 

 

 Bobby Roberson explained that the Parks and Recreation Manager is recommending to approve 

the contract with a pro-rated amount through the remainder of the year.  Then re-advertise for a new 

contract next year. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by, Councilman Brooks, Council authorized the 

Recreation Manager to execute contracts with Michael Weeks (Loreta's Frozen Desserts/Stewart 

Parkway #2) and Michael Senn (Senn Farms Catering, Inc./Stewart Parkway #1) for vending locations 

on Stewart Parkway. Council also authorized the Recreation Manager to negotiate the terms of the 

contract for the remainder of 2015 and request and accept bids for full term contracts in 2016. 

             

NEW BUSINESS:   

AUTHORIZE – INTERIM CITY MANAGER AND BROWN LIBRARY DIRECTOR TO 

EXECUTE THE ONE (1) YEAR MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH NC CARDINAL 

FOR ONGOING TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE 

 Gloria Moore provided background in the agenda packet.  This is our first year with NC Cardinal 

and there was no maintenance cost.  Cost is based on the number of active items a library has and the 

number of branches.  Our estimated maintenance cost with Cardinal for this year would have been 

approximately $1,873, a savings of $11,343 compared to our prior cataloging system with Library 

Corporation.  The library has another year of free maintenance and support (2016).  The two free years 

will save the City over $22,000.  The library is scheduled to begin paying for maintenance and support 

in 2017. 
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 Mayor Pro tem Mercer referred to previous budget meetings when discussion was held regarding 

increasing fees at Brown Library.  During those discussions, there were comments regarding the fact 

that if we accepted grant money from NC Cardinal that there were some restrictions that applied to fees.  

He continued by noting that by reading the contract for ongoing maintenance, there are two places in the 

contract that refers to an opportunity to charge fees {specifically siting contract page 1 – (A)(4) and page 

2 (C)(1)}.  Mayor Pro tem Mercer explained that he doesn’t have a problem with the maintenance 

contract.  He would like for the City Attorney to review this language and determine if that allows the 

City to charge non-residents a fee for use of the library and if that fee could be charged to NC Cardinal 

members.  Mr. Holscher explained that he would review the contract and recalled conversations 

regarding fees.  Staff will provide Council with an update during the September 14th meeting. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council authorized the 

Interim City Manager and Brown Library Director to execute the one year Memorandum of Agreement 

with NC Cardinal for ongoing technical support and maintenance.   

 

APPROVE – THE PURCHASE OF AN EXCAVATOR AND ACCOMPANYING PURCHASE 

ORDER TO ROB’S HYDRAULICS, INC. 

 This item was pulled from the agenda. 

 

AUTHORIZE – PROPOSAL OF NEW AGE PROPERTIES REGARDING STORMWATER 

ENCROACHMENT AT FIRE STATION NUMBER 2 SITE 

 Allen Lewis, Public Works Director explained that New Age Properties is proposing to build a 

hotel next to Fire Station # 2 along 15th Street.  In order to elevate the building above the base flood 

elevation, there will be the need to bring in fill material to raise the site.  As shown on the attached plan, 

this will also include the encroachment of fill material onto City of Washington property at Fire Station 

Number 2. The Stormwater runoff on Fire Station #2 property should be less than it is now. 

 

 Hood Richardson explained the proposal is to blend the topography of the two properties (Fire 

Station #2 and Mr. Alligood’s property) in order to allow for better flow of the runoff. 

 

 Discussion was held about the sewer infrastructure for the hotel.  Mr. Lewis will assist Mr. 

Richardson with this process. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council authorized staff to 

allow for the encroachment of grading work along the western property line of Fire Station #2 as shown 

on the attached drawing. 
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AUTHORIZE – INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ENGINEERING 

CONTRACT FOR SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION AS A RESULT OF THE 

RECENTLY AWARDED CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) LOAN 

 Allen Lewis, Public Works Director explained that as a result of the recently awarded CWSRF 

loan, staff request proposals for engineering firms to provide engineering services for design, 

construction administration, surveying, environmental studies and permitting.  Advertisements resulted 

in three (3) companies requesting full copies of the request for proposals.  Of those three (3) only Rivers 

and Associates, Inc. out of Greenville, NC, submitted a proposal.  We consulted with NC Department of 

Natural Resources (NCDENR) staff, who awarded and will be administering this loan.  It is staff’s 

recommendation that the agreement be entered into and executed.  This agreement is for $299,000, 

approximately 13.7% less than approved. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer and Franz Holscher discussed the terms and history of the agreement, 

noting this agreement is identical to the model agreement from 2012. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council authorized the 

Manager to execute the engineering contract with Rivers and Associates, Inc., for sanitary sewer 

rehabilitation as a result of the recently awarded CWSRF loan. 

 

REQUEST FROM SOUND RIVERS, INC., TO ALLOW A BEER GARDEN AT THE 

DRAGON BOAT RACE ON OCTOBER 17, 2015 

 Harrison Marks, Executive Director, Sound Rivers, Inc. explained that Sound Rivers  formerly 

Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, initiated a demonstration Dragon Boat Race in 2014 as part of Smoke on 

the Water.  That race featured six local teams and attracted a substantial number of spectators to the 

Washington waterfront.  Dragon boats are 40 foot long canoes with teams of 20 paddlers, a drummer 

and a professional steer person.  

 

 The Dragon Boat race event will be held in conjunction with Smoke on the Water again this year 

on October 17.  This will be a much bigger event and Sound Rivers is on track to have 24 teams, 

including one team already registered from Miami, Florida.  Several teams from other parts of North 

Carolina are expected.   

 

 A portion of Festival Park has been reserved to serve as the Team Village for the dragon boat 

competitors, families and friends.  We expect local and out of town teams to participate in Music in the 

Street on Friday night, including a parade of teams which should be lots of fun. 
 

REQUEST TO ESTABLISH AN AREA FOR SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF BEER AND/OR WINE 

 Smoke on the Water and Sound Rivers would like to establish an area where beer can be purchased and 

consumed as shown on the attached map.  This request is part of and underneath the overall Smoke on 

the Water event permit and plan.  In order to serve beer or wine, Sound Rivers will: 

 Rope off the Team Village to contain the area where beer or wine can be consumed 

 Establish a location within the area to check identification and sell wristbands for beer consumption 

 Place a beer tent, trailer or cart in the roped off area to distribute beer 

 Allow individuals with wristbands to obtain beer  

 Open the beer cart at 11am and close on or before 6pm 

 Engage a police officer from the city of Washington to oversee the area 

 Provide three entrance/exit points to allow traffic flow during the event 

 

 If the Washington City Council approves this request, Sound Rivers will apply for and obtain all required 

ABC permits.  Net proceeds from beer sales will benefit Sound Rivers. 
 

 Smoke on the Water and Sound Rivers’ Washington Dragon Boat Race are a great opportunity 

for local residents to enjoy an event featuring the beautiful Pamlico River, and to show off our city to the 

many visitors expected that weekend.   We believe having a well-managed beer concession will add to 

the event, and perhaps avoid issues that might occur with individuals consuming alcohol without having 

a licensed area with proper controls.  We are asking the City Council to approve this request and 

apologize for bringing this item to Council at a late date. 
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 Mayor Hodges explained that Council will hear the request tonight, but will not vote on this until 

the next Council meeting.  Mr. Marks explained that the boxes on the map represent tents for the 24 

teams, each team will have 21 members.  Mr. Marks will prepare a better map for his next presentation.   

                                        
 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:  NONE 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:  

RECOGNITION OF 8U AND 10U BASEBALL 

 Councilman Beeman requested that the 8u and 10u baseball teams be recognized at the  

September 28th Council meeting. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS§143-318.11(a)(6) PERSONNEL  

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council agreed to enter into 

closed session under NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel at 6:20 pm.   

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to come out of 

closed session at 6:50pm. 

 

*Council amended the agenda to add Closed Session:  

NCGS§143-318.11(a)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 

CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS§143-318.11(a)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to enter into 

closed session under NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege at 6:53 pm.   

 

 By motion of Councilman Brooks, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council agreed to come 

out of closed session at 7:30pm. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned the meeting 

at 7:30 pm until Monday, September 14, 2015 at 5:30 pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

 

________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  
              

              

    

 


